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Homecoming festivities this 
year were Luau themed* and 
kicked oft long before any 
athletes stepped on the field. 
Greek and not, organizations 
from across the university 

mf 

showed their school spirit by 
participating in several UTM 
traditions. 

Despite postponing, because 
of uncooperative weather, 
the Ropepull competition 
managed to gain quite an 
audience. First rounds began 
Monday and final pulls were 
held Friday. Gamma Kappa 
Pi* the sorority who won last 

* j 

years Ropepull, had no team 

this year. This left the women 
*■ 

of Alpha Delta Pi to take 
home first place after defeating 
the sisters of Alpha Omicron 
Pi. The brothers of Sigma Chi 
also had no team, and Alpha 
Tau Order forfeited in the first 
rounds of the competition. Of 
the remaining six fraternities, 
the brothers of Alpha Gamma 
Rho eventually defeated Pi 
Kappa Alpha in an intensely 
close match. 

The Lip Sync Competition 
was held Tuesday night, and 
all the participating Greek 
organizations embraced the 
Disney-themed variety' show. 

mf mf 

Alpha Delta Pi won first place; 
Chi Omega won second and 
“Best in Show”. For the men, 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon won 
first, Kappa Alpha Order 
placed second, and Sigma Chi 
took home “Best in Show”. 

Three categories made up 
the Banner competition- 
sororities, fraternities, and 
student organizations. Alpha 
Delta Pi again won first over 


the women of Alpha Omicron 
Pi, while there was a tie for 
first among the fraternities 
of Sigma Chi and Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. In the student 
organizations category, Tri- 
Beta took home the first place 
title. 

On Wednesday night, the 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America hosted 

mf 

the Sixth Annual Womanless 
Beauty Revue. Fourteen 

mf 

“ladies”, representing various 
organizations across the 
campus, took to the stage in 
Watkins auditorium with 
talents ranging from hugging, 
ribbon-dancing, and yodeling. 
Second maid went to Amanda 
Huggankiss, sponsored by 
the brothers of Phi Sigma 
Kappa. First maid as well as 
Peoples Choice went to Ima 
Mann, better known as Chase 
Pickett, who was sponsored by 
Women In Communications. 
The winner of 2009 Miss 
Understood went to Sigma Pi 
Epsilons BunnyTrcmaine, also 
known as Andrew Patterson. 

In the Pyramid Competition, 
held on Friday, the women of 
Chi Omega took home a first- 
place trophy as well as receiving 
“Best of Show”. Alpha Delta 
Pi won second place. In the 
fraternity division. Pi Kappa 
Alpha also took home first as 
well as “Best of Show”,leaving 
Kappa Alpha Order with 
second place. 

Quad City opened Saturday, 
although most organizations 
have been prepping for weeks 
beforehand. In the sorority 
division, Alpha Omicron 
Pi won first; Alpha Delta 
Pi won second. Among the 
fraternities, Alpha Gamma 
See HOME COMING pg 4 



The brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho celebrated their win of the ropepull competition 
on Friday, part of UTM’s Homecoming Week festivities. (Photo courtesy University 
Relations). 



U niversity Rela t io ns 

Alberto Gonzales, ITS. 
attorney general from 2005 
to 2007, will speak at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22, in 
the UTM Elam Center 
on “Living Legal History: 
Working with the White 
House, the Department of 
Justice and the Supreme 
Court.” 

His appearance is co¬ 
sponsored by Honors Pro¬ 
grams, the College of Busi¬ 


ness and Global Affairs, the 
Department of Account¬ 
ing, Finance, Economics, 
and Political Science, the 
First-Year Initiative and the 
Office of Student Life. 

The second of eight chil¬ 
dren, Gonzales was born in 
San Antonio and raised In 
Houston, living in a house 
built by his father and two 
uncles. Receiving his early 
education in the Texas pub¬ 
lic schools, he joined the 
Ah' Force in 1973, serving 


through 1975, after which 
he attended the U.S. Ar 
Force Academy from 1975 
to 1977. 

The first member of his 
family to attend college, 
Go nzale s gr adu a ted fro m 
Rice University in 1979. 

mf 

After receiving his law de¬ 
gree from Harvard Univer¬ 
sity Law School in 1982, 
he returned to Houston 
and joined the law firm of 

See GONZALES pg 4 


ALBERTO 

UTM to host former attorney general 


Gonzales 


Still no 
decision 
from 

Registration 

Committee 

Spe ncer Tayl or 

Life Editor 

The UTM Registration 
Committee met last Thurs¬ 
day to make a decision on 
th e Reg i strati o n Prop o sa 1 
that would allow an estimat¬ 
ed 800 student representa¬ 
tives receive first priority in 
the registration process. 

After the meeting, the 
proposal was tabled tor 
further review with both 
options explored by the 
Information Technology 
Service (ITS) effectively put 
on ice. 

Brandy Cartmell, Regis¬ 
trar and Chair of the Regis¬ 
tration Committee, felt that 
the key issue was the defini- 

mf 

tion of “student representa¬ 
tives.” 

“That’s always been my 

mf mf 

confusion as to what they 

*■ 

are meaning, the people 
bringing forward this 
proposal, their definition 
of a student representative 
or student ambassador, 
however they phrased it 
in that document. In my 

mf 

opinion, every student is a 
student representative and 
to me, for a student on a 
scholarship, isn’t that their 
payment for having fewer 
choices for times to take 
classes, where a student 
who Isn’t on scholarship is 
paying out of pocket for 
every single thing, every 
class that they take? I feel 
they’re equally i mji ort a n t 
and equally represent the 
university,” Cartmell said. 

Two options were ex¬ 
plored by ITS and discussed 
in the meeting. 

The first option explored 
was a manual method to 
register priority students 
without having to re-pro- 
gram Banner. According to 
the information packet sup¬ 
plied at the meeting, each 
special group would collect 
and then send the desired 
schedules to Academic Re¬ 
cords, which would then in¬ 
put each student’s schedule 
by hand. 

Registering around 100 
students each day for eight 
days would put up a total 
cost estimated at $960. 

The second option would 
essentially reprogram Ban¬ 
ner to recognize priority 
students, with different stu¬ 
dent groups having to be 
recognized and monitored 
during each registration pe¬ 
riod. 

This process would take 
ten days at $1200, with an 
initial one-time design, 
write and test of the pro¬ 
gram that would cost an es¬ 
timated $5600. 

The cost of both options, 

See COMMITTEE pg 5 


Wednesday Weather 





Tomorrow, expect rain with a 
high of 55, Friday, cloudy with a 
high of 54. 
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Editorial: 
Thank you 
for proving 
that what 
you want is 
real news 


W hat a year in news! Michael 
*■ 

Jackson, Farrah Fawcett, Billy 
Mays and Patrick Swayze 
dies. Zack Efron and Vanessa 
Hudgens were rumored to 
be getting married. Jon and 
Kate broke up and the United 
States suffered its greatest 
single engagement loss of life 
in Afghanistan since last year. 

Wait, are we still at war? 
By watching the news, even 
looking it up online, it’s hard 
to tell. Our tiny American 
worlds are bloated with 
utterly pointless, mindless 
information. 

Why can every American 

J J 

carry on a conversation about 
Jon and Kates current status 
and chat about the latest 
celebrity Twitter update but 
cannot likely answer a few 
basic questions about thier 
country’s war? 

mf 

We at The Pacer deal with 
news on a daily basis, as other 

j * 

media outlets do also. But 
we are disturbed about the 
information that is printed or 
broadcast from other media as 
it is often of this nonsensible 
garbage nature. 

Many believe that this info- 

j 

tainmcnt is the future of the 
news business, the news that 
will keep it alive because it is 
what the readers want. 

We at The Pacer believe, 
however, that this is the exact 
opposite of what people want 
out of their news media. 
While tabloid media runs 
rampant, we’ve seen firsthand 
that there is still a demand 
tor compelling, investigative 
journalism and the lack of such 
methods is directly causing 
print media’s decline. 

While it would be fun tor us 
to take the easy route and feed 

mf 

you on-cam pus gossip and 
banter, it’s simply not our job. 
Based on our online hits, we 
know our readers are in tune. 


^-points 


pacer_opimons@LitutnLedu 
ntmpacer.com letterto the editor 


Obama faces tough decisions on Iran 


Richard Garlitz 

Guest Collumnist 

Wh en B ar r ac k Ob ama 
assumed the presidency, 
he made more productive 
diplomatic engagement with 
Iran a foreign policy priority. 
Many liberal internationalists 
applauded this goal as a 
way out of the deadlock of 
non-recognition that has 
characterized relations between 
the two countries since 1979. 
Recent developments both 
within the United States 
and Iran, however, have 
complicated the picture. 

The trouble began this past 
summer. InJ une, Iran’s blustery 
an ti -■we s tern p res id en t, 

Ma h mo u d Ahm ad i nc j ad, wo n 
re-election in a vote that many 

mf 

Iranians consider fraudulent. 
When millions of reform- 
minded Iranians turned out 
to protest in the major cities, 
the government responded 
with a violent crackdown, 
mass arrests, and allegations 
ot prisoner abuse. Obamas 
response was cautious. He 
(mildly) condemned the 
violence but reserved comment 
on the alleged fraud. 

At the same time, Democrats 
faced a summer of discontent 
over health care reform and 
divided among themselves 
on support for the war in 
Afghanistan. Iran had moved 
to the back burner in late 


September when news broke 
that the country is building a 
second nuclear enrichment site 
in the mountains around the 
city of Qom. 

N ow, the Obama 
administration is once again 
looking for a coherent Iran 
policy 

Tougher economic sanctions 
arc almost a certainty, but 
they are not a cure- all. Black 

mf 

markets have effectively 

mf 

s muggl ed every tl ] i ng fro m 
aircraft parts to electronics into 
the Iran. Nor have sanctions 
really weakened Its military. 
Rather, they have forced Iran 
to develop its own military 
industrial complex and to 
seek security agreements with 
Russia and China. 

Moreover, the U.S. risks 
strengthening hard-liners such 
as Ahmadinejad if it pushes 
for too tough sanctions. The 
Iranian public overwhelmingly 
sees the nuclear Issue as one 
of national sovereignty and 
interprets economic sanctions 
as foreign meddling. The 
last thing the administration 
wants to do is allow the 
regime to rally public support 
against sanctions it paints as 
excessively draconian. 

It might be tempting for 
Americans to call for a military 

mf 

option, but few viable ones 
present themselves. The U.S. 
cannot legitimately bomb Iran’s 
nuclear sites in the absence of 


tangible evidence of a weapons 
program. It is true that Iran 
has not cooperated with the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, but neither that body 
nor the American intelligence 
community is convinced that 
Iran is currently building 
nuclear weapons. 

It should go without saying 
that forced regime change 
is not an option. The six- 
year occupation of Iraq and 
the continuing uncertainty 
in Afghanistan have drained 
resources and sapped political 
will. Besides, Iran is a very 
different nation than Iraq. It 
much more mountainous, 
powerful, and has a 
population over three times 
as large. Whatever Iranians 
might feel about the Islamic 
Republics human rights 
record, the population is united 
against foreign intervention. 
Like tough sanctions, military 
options risk strengthening the 
radicals. 

The Obama administration 
appears ready 

internationalize the 
and Americans of till political 
persuasions should back 
this step. There is broad 
international consensus 

against a nuclear-armed Iran. 
Indeed, the issue presents an 
opportunity for die U.S. to 
mend fences with European 
allies, something that will 
undoubtedly be important 


is 


more 


to 


issue. 


to the long-term “War 
Terror/’ The President was in 
Pittsburgh attending a G-20 
summit when news of the 
Natanz site broke; he quickly 
made a show of solidarity 
with British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown and French 
President Nicholas Sarkozy. 

Obama has also wisely 

abandoned President Bush’s 

plan to build a missile defense 

system in Eastern Europe. The 

scheme was expensive ($53 

billion), uncertain in capability, 

and provocative to Russia. 

Plus, as part of the plan Bush 

withdrew the U.S. from the 

1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile 

Treaty. Americans cannot 
■■ 

seriously expect Iran to live up 
to nuclear treaty obligations 
if’ the U.S. simply opts out of 
those it decides are no longer 
convenient. 

Finally, the United 
States cannot go on forever 
condemning Iran while tacitly 
accepting that Israel probably 
already possesses nuclear 
weapons. It is true that Iran 
is a party to the 1968 Nuclear 
non-Proliferation Treaty while 

mf 

Israel is not, but American 
policy appears duplicitous. 
It penalizes one nation for 
breaking international law 
while allowing another to 
circumvent it. 

Israel exists in a tough 
neighborhood, of course, 
but Iranians have also felt 


on insecurities 


since 

crisis 


to 


can 


toward their 
Arab neighbors. Recall that 
the 1980-89 Iran-Iraq War 
began with Saddam Ilussein 
invading Iran, 

The U.S. and Iran have not 
had a diplomatic relationship 
the 444-day hostage 
of 1979-81. ' That has 
change. No countries 
resolve their difference 
without talking to each other. 
Both sides have to find ways to 

mf 

narrow the chasm of distrust 
that has separated them for 30 
years. 

mf 

It will not, however, change 
overnight. Much of the 
President’s political capital 
is tied up in the health care 
debate,leaving little margin for 
foreign policy errors. The first 
steps will have to be cautious, 
especially since Iran has a 
history of not cooperating on 
n u c lear agree me nts. 

Tougher sanctions should be 
a part of the package as long 
as they are accompanied by 
the carrot of better diplomatic 
relations if Iran discloses its 
full nuclear program. If not, 
an untested foreign policy 
administration will indeed face 
difficult choices. 

Dr. Richard Garlitz is 
Assitatnt Professor of History 
at UT Martin. 


Open letter to Congressman John Tanner 


Dear Congressman Fanner: 

We, the undersigned faculty 
members at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin, urgently 
call on you to support Health 
Care Reform legislation, 
including a publicly run health 
care insurance option. We 
hope that you agree with us 
that our country desperately 
needs to improve the way we 
carry out health care: 

* The United States spends 
on per capita health care more 
than twice as much as the 
average of other industrialized 
nations, yet, according to the 
CIA World Factbook, we 
rank 45th in infant mortality 

mf 

and 50th in life expectancy 
compared to other countries; 


* 46 million Americans are 
without any health insurance at 

mf 

all, and over 40,000 Americans 
die every year for lack of health 

mf mf 

insurance; 

Even Americans lucky 

mf 

enough to have health 
insurance face instability and 
insecurity because of the health 
industry practice of cutting 
benefits when people develop 
serious illness; 

In Tennessee, nearly one 
in five people lacks health 
insurance ; 

* One recent study estimated 

mf 

that 660 Tennesseans die each 
year for lack of health care. 

All the shortcomings of 
our health care system play 
themselves out with particular 
force in West Tennessee 


unemployment, low wages, and 
res ul ti ng p over ty. 


because of our area’s high in 


Fixing this system, then, is 
literally a matter of life and 

mf 

death. 

We understand that you, 
Congressman Tanner, arc 
concerned about containing 
health care costs as a necessary 

mf 

part of health care reform. 
We also understand that in 
committee you voted against 
the federal government 
offering a publicly run health 
care option. However, a “public 
option’ will foster greater 
competition in the insurance 
industry and actually help 
bring down health care costs. 

A national non-profit public 
system can play a critical role 
competing with the for- 


profit companies to offer 
the best care at the lowest 
price. This public option will 
prevent insurance companies 
from holding monopolies that 
drive up costs and limit choice. 
Customers will have more and 
better options from which to 
choose, and they will be able 
to choose a plan they can 
actu ally affo rd. M o re ove r, li ke 
Medicare, a strong publicly 
run insurance option will 
have considerable leverage in 
negotiating lower drug prices 
from the giant pharmaceutical 
companies. 

Congressman Tanner, we call 
on you to support real health 
care reform legislation and 
specifically legislation creating 
a robust “public option” for 
health insurance. 


Sincerely signed: 

Sam Anderson, David 
Barber, John Bell, Charles 
Bradshaw, David Carithers, 
Anna Clark, Doug Cook, 
Jennifer Cook, Donna Cooper 
Graves,B rent Cox,Ken Fackler, 
Jim Fieser, Lucia Florido, 
Richard Garlitz, Randal 
Garza, Patricia Greer, Chuck 
Hammond, Preston Hardy 
Heidi Huse, Laura Jarmon, 
Leslie LaChance, Renee La 
Fleur, Angie MacKcwn, John 
Mathcnia, Mike McCullough, 
Daniel McDonough, James 
Nance, Daniel Nappo, Henry 
Parker, Bob Peckham, Dan 
Pigg, Beth Powell, Lisa 
Robinson,James Smart, Nancy 
Sonleitner, Cherry Watts, Ken 
Zimmerman 


A biblical response to Protestant teetotalers 



Justin Hunt 

Viewpoints Editor 

UTM is nestled into a region 
that many people have coined 
the Bible Belt, or certain states 
in the southern part of the 
U.S. with high populations 
of socially conservative 

m/ 

Protestants. 

I was recently talking 
with a friend about some 
controversial social issues, and 
alcoholic beverages worked its 
way into the conversation. A 

J 

large number of Evangelicals 
are in debate over whether 
drinking is, in fact, biblical. 
Now, most Evangelicals would 
agree that underage drinking 
is not permissible, so the 


debate is really about whether 
its biblical to drink alcoholic 
beverages when one is legally 
permitted. 

In response to tills debate, 
the following will discuss 
how the Bible allows for 
the consumption of alcohol. 
Consequently, this subject 
matter is directed towards a 
Christian audience. 

One reason Christians hold 
to a view of abstinence is 
because they are not completely 
informed of their church 
history. Before Prohibition 
both Catholics and Protestants 
generally agreed that the Bible 
permitted the consumption of 
alcohol in moderation. Alcohol 
abuse was a problem but 
Christian moralists overreacted 
by calling for Prohibition. 

In 1920, the United States 
passed the 18th amendment 
which outlawed alcohol. For 


thirteen years America was a 

J 

dry nation until Prohibition 

mf 

was repealed by the 21st 
amendment. During these 
years, it was nice to have the 

mf * 

government backup what many 
churches were preaching. After 
Pro h ib iti o n ma ny c hu re h es 

mf 

kept abstinence as a feature 
of their church covenants, but 
few today carefully analyze 

J mf mf 

what the Scriptures actually 
teach on the subject. These 
government regulations 

against alcohol became 
incorporated into what many 
church-going people believed 
was right (that consumption 
of alcoholic beverages are bad). 
SO, basically, the government 
and its regulations were 
shaping the thoughts of the 
uninformed American church¬ 
goer. 

Some Christians argue that 
when the Bible mentions 


“wine,” it literally means 
grape juice. Well, there was no 
successful way of preserving 
grape juice in biblical times, 
so when the Bible refers to 
“wine”...it means just that, 
wine. 

Wine is first mentioned in 

the book of Genesis, and the 
Hebrew word used for wine is 
“yayi n” (me an i ng -f e rm e n ted 
wine from grapes.) Genesis 
9:20-21: “And Noah began 
to be a husbandman, and he 
planted a vineyard: And he 
drank of the wine, and was 
drunken; and he was uncovered 
within his tent.” Obviously 

mf J 

Noah could not have become 
intoxicated by drinking grape 
juice, so we must assume what 
he drank had alcohol in it. 

In the Old Testament, 
Nehemiah tasted of the kings’ 
food and drank the kings’ 
wine to make sure it was not 


poisoned. Nehemiah was a 
servant of God and was not 
committing a sin by doing 
these jobs for the king. 

In the New Testament, 
we find the account of Jesus 
turning water into wine in 
John 2. In the tenth verse of 
John 2, the author comments 
that hosts usually served the 
better wines first and served the 
worse wines towards the end 
of the party so that the poorer 
quality taste of the worser 
wine was not noticed. One 
can easily draw the conclusion 
that all the wine mentioned in 
this passage was a reference to 
fermented wine. The alcoholic 
content of the wines served 
first would allow people not 
to notice a large difference 
between the qualities of the 
two wines because they had 
already downed a few drinks. 

There are also numerous 


Scriptual passages to back the 
claim that alcohol is permitted 
when used in moderation. (The 
Bible does make it clear that 
drunkenness is a problem.) 

Ecclesiates 9:7- “Go, eat 
your bread in joy, and drink 
your wine with a merry heart, 

mf mf * 

for God has already approved 
what you do.” 

Psalm 75:8- “For in the 
hand of the Lord there is a 
cup foaming with wine, well 
mixed...” 

Proverbs 3:9 and 10- “Honor 
the Lord with your wealth and 
with the first fruits of all your 
produce; then your barns will 
be filled with plenty and your 
vats will be bursting with new 
wine.” 

Lets also not forget that 
Jesus drinks wine at the Lord’s 
Supper in 1 Corinthians 11. 
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A variety of Tennessee law enforcement officials attended a law enforcement roundtable discussion, covering such topics as safety, growth in the region and opportunities for employment in the law enforce¬ 
ment field. From Left to Right: Martin Police Chief David Moore, Captain Steve Isbell of the Dyersburg Police Department, Director Scott Robbins of the UTM Department of Public Safety, John Mehr of the 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Sheriff Mike Wilson of the Weakley Gounty Sheriffs Department and Todd McCall of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. ( Pacer Photos / Randy Gavin ) 


Randy Cavin 

i/ 

Asst. News Editor 

With new state laws passed 
over the summer concerning 
hand guns, many students and 
citizens oi the community 
were concerned and confused. 
On Wednesday September 30, 
law enforcement agencies from 
the local, state and nation level 
gave the opportunity to answer 
questions in a roundtable 
discussion. 

The Department of Criminal 
Justice, the Criminal Justice 
Society and Department of 
Behavioral Sciences sponsored 
the law enforcement 
roundtable to give students 
and community members the 

mf 

chance to ask questions from 
representatives from several 
area police departments, 
the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Questions ranged from the 
recent laws passed by the 
state legislation allowing guns 
in state and city parks, bars 
and restaurants, employment 
opportunities, the pay scale and 
health care. The first subject 
brought up by a member of the 
audience was about the recent 
sexual assaults. He wanted to 
know how many agencies were 
involved in the investigation. 
Chief David Moore of the 
Martin Police Department 
said his department, the 


T.B.L, the Weakley County 
Sheriff’s Department and 
the Shelby County Sheriff’s 
department were all involved 
in the investigation with other 
agencies assisting in other 
ways. 

The same student also asked 
the panel how many officers 
in their given department 
have a college degree and how 
does that help when someone 
applies for employment. 

“Our department in 
Dyersburg, we have 59 sworn 
officers and off the top of 
my head we probably have 
15 to 20 who has various 
degrees and most of them have 
criminal justice degrees. I can 
say that your education is so 

mf mf 

important. You can get into 
law enforcement in any level 
without a college degree, but it 
can benefit you so much more 

mf 

if something happens to you 
in the line of duty. You might 
not want to be a street officer 
for your entire career. We look 

mf 

at education when we hire new 
recruits. It shows ability and 
commitment among many 
other things,” Captain Steve 
Isbell of the Dyersburg Police 
Department said. 

“In the F.B.I. you must have a 

J 

four-year college degree just to 
qualify to apply. Right now in 
the F.B.I. there are somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 12,600 
agents and we are continuing 
to grow. The intension is to 


have a force of somewhere 
around 20,000 agents within 
the next 10 to 15 years. That 

mf 

is a very hard goal to reach for 
a number of reasons. In order 
to qualify you have to have 
a four-year college degree. It 
does not have to be in criminal 
justice. It can be in anything. 
In fact we like individuals who 
have degrees in other fields 


some confusion was the recent 
legislation passed by the state 
allowing hand guns in bars and 
restaurants. 

''There was a law that came 
into effect tlus year and it went 

mf 

through many phases before it 
became law. When it started 

out actually our association 

■■ 

along with the sheriff’s 
association and several others 


and local parks. One member 
of the audience wanted to 
know why there is a sign at 
the Paris Landing State Park 
saying there is no hand guns 
allowed in the park. He said 
lie talked to the people who 
run the park’s campground and 
marina and they said no, you 
cannot have a hand gun in the 
park. He then talked to three 
park rangers and he said he got 
several different answers. 

“That is probably typical 
with the passage of a lot 
of the state’s new laws. It’s 
a trickledown effect for 
everybody to understand them 

mf mf 

effectively. I can’t speak for 
those folks at Paris Landing, 
but my guess would be that 
there is probably still some 
confusion out there as to the 
fact of what that law entails 
and my guess is that it will be 
worked out,” Moore said. 

With any police department 
you cannot be at the top 
without first starting at the 
bottom, which means you first 
have to be a patrol officer. 
The panel of officers and 
agents discussed what it takes 
to become an investigator and 
other higher positions within 
the department. 

“Everybody we interview for 

mf mf 

a patrol job wants to be a 
detective that first week. I’ll 
use myself as an example. I 
first started working at the 
Martin Police Department in 


1989 and I was a senior student 
here at UTM in the criminal 
justice program. I became a 
dispatcher and then a patrol 
officer. I was then promoted 
to sergeant and assigned to the 
drug task force. I was then a 
lieutenant over investigations. 
I think that is the way with 

mf 

most career law enforcement 
officers. You come in at entry 
level and you work for so 

mf 

long and you migrate to other 
levels,” Moore said. 

“I started at 18 as a patrol 
officer and then a tact 
team officer. I have been an 
investigator and supervisor 
of the investigators for the 
last 16 years. As captain of 
the division I am in control 
of the hiring of investigators 
from our patrol division or 
other divisions from within 
the department,” Capt. Mike 
Holt of the Jackson Police 
Department said. 

The panel finished up the 
discussion on topics about 
health care and the salaries. 
For local law enforcement the 
starting salary ranges anywhere 
from $25,000 to $35,000 a 
year and a starting pay range 
of about $34,000 with the 
T.B.I. McCall said the starting 
average salary with the F.B.I. is 
around $48,000. 

Ray Stevenson of The 
Stevenson Group, Inc. 
moderated the roundtable 
discussion. 


I would highly 
recommend if you 
have an interest in law 
enforcement to minor 
in a foreign language 
or computer science,” 
Todd McCall of the FBI 

said. 

like engineering; accounting fought it because we did not 
and finance are very popular feel like that was a place where 
degrees in the F.B.I. right now. people with permits to have 
I would highly recommend if guns. As it turned out it is 
you have an interest in law specific to restaurants now that 
enforcement to minor in a serve alcohol, but it is age 
foreign language or computer restricted,” Moore said, 
science,” Todd McCall of the Other hand gun legislation 
F.B.I. said. passed by state was the 

A hot topic brought to the allowing of hand gun permit 
panel’s attention that has holder to carry them in state 


UTM Recycles builds up hype, runs out of space in building 



Joshua Lemons 

Sports Features Editor 

After only a year and a half 

mf mf 

in the UTM Recycles building 
the group is already running 
out of space to hold all of 
the recycled products, but to 
D ennis Ko sta, coordinator 
of UTM Recycles, this is a 

mf * 

problem he is glad to tackle. 

The program is expanding 
at an exponential rate. For 
instance, in the beginning the 
re cy cl e pla nt was p ro ces si ng on e 
bundle of plastic a week, now 
that number has skyrocketed 

mf 

to one a day As well as the 
recycling that is increasing on 
campus, the community has 
begun to get involved also. 
Frontier phone contacted 
Kosta to start a program with 
UTM where their customers 
are given incentive to donate 
old electronics. 

"The program is called 
Greenwise, the telephone 
company, what they did is 
they were going to give so 
much money per item and 
knock it off peoples phone 
bill if they brought stuff to 
the UTM recycling center,” 
Kosta said. “So it was a cool 
partnership with the Frontier 
phone company and the UTM 
recycling. We would take the 
electronics and the cell phones, 
whatever kind of stuff that 
they brought us, electronic 
wise, and then we would give 
all their customers money off 


of their bill by recycling it,” 
Kosta said. “Its a real good 
partnership. 

The electronics will then 
be broken down and stripped 
apart, with all reusable parts 
being utilized. They are taken 
to an electronic recycling plant, 
the closest being Creative 
Recycling in Nashville. 

With the success of the 
G re enwis e p rog ra m, Fro nti e r 
is now in the process of 
setting up bins in front of 
their business to take donated 
electronics and bring them to 
UTM recycles. Frontier also 

mf 

plans to go around to some 
of their customers and ask for 
donated recyclables, which 
they would also bring to the 
recycle barn. 

mf 

As for the barn, the space 
is becoming so limited that 
some of the interior walls are 
going to be removed in order 
to accommodate the campus 
and the community needs. 
UTM is currently picking up 
recycling from the middle and 
high schools here in Martin. 

“I had done several recycling 
programs in the different 
schools, and the teachers 
wanted to do recycling in the 
city itself and in the schools,” 
Kosta said. “We are teaching 
environmental classes in 
the schools, we are a small 
community we should be able 

mf 

to do it and do it better.” 

Kosta said that just recently 
Weakley County received a 


grant to put recycle bins in all 
of the schools. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 13, Kosta 
met with the Hickman and 
Fulton County Commission, 
the Mayor of Fulton as well 
as the Fulton City Council 

mf 

and gave a power-point 
presentation about how UTM 
Recycles began and how it 
currently operates. Kosta said 
that he was approached by the 
Mayor of Fulton because they 

mf mf 

are interested in opening a 
recycle plant in Fulton County. 

There are new bins located 
in Gooch Hall and on the 
quad-side of Humanities, 
and Kosta said not only are 

mf 

these bins for holding recycles, 
they are made of 100 percent 
recycled materials as well. 

r 1 

“We are getting more 
bins all around campus, the 
Chancellor approved stimulus 
money for 55,000 for new 
bins for all around campus 
to go outside the buildings 
that would look pleasant but 
yet be efficient and also be 

mf 

made out of recycled material. 

J 

We are doing recycling so we 
want to promote recycling and 
sustainability,” Kosta said. 

With all of the expansion of 
the recycle barn, improvements 
need to be made, mainly the 
roof. UTM recycles will be 
holding a fundraiser/yard sale 
on Oct. 24 for any usable 

mf 

electronics and any books that 

mt 

are donated to the recycle 

mf 

program.The coast for the new 


roof is estimated at $28,000. 
Monetary donations will be 
recycled through UTM recycle 
on their website via utm.edu. 

Another thing that Kosta 
wants the students, especially 
those in Greek organizations 
to know is that any function 
or event that is being held, 


you can contact UTM recycles 

mf mf 

and they will set up and pick 
up recycle bins for plastic, 
aluminum cans or just about 
anything you would like to 
recycle. 

“If they have special 
functions where they are 
having big parties or they have 


a lot of recycles if they would 
make requests to the LITM 
recycle program, we would be 
glad to set out bins for their 
parties or different things so 
we could capture that and take 
it to the recycle program rather 
than put it in the landfill,” 
Kosta said. 
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SGA cracks down on absentees, talks future plans, options 


Regina Emery 

Asst. Life Editor 

•vt 

With Homecoming weeks 
hectic schedule* SGA wasn’t 
able to be as productive as they 
would have liked last week 

This good news is that 
Homecoming is now over* 
and SGA is ready to get back 
on track. University Center 

mf 

Director Steve Vantrease was 
present to welcome the sen¬ 
ate and its guests* though Vice 
Chancellor of Student A flairs 
Margaret Toston was again ab¬ 
sent. 

In her executive report* 
Secretary General Mary Un- 
ger warned senators of possible 
impeachments due to excessive 
absences. Consequently* a mo¬ 
tion to send all senators with 
two or more absences to stu¬ 
dent court was passed unani¬ 
mously According to Chief 
Justice Stuart Watson*between 
five and ten senators were fac¬ 
ing the possibility of impeach¬ 
ment on these grounds. 

President Philip Masengil 
arrived literally minutes after 

mf 

returning from a UTM Board 
of Trustees meeting in Knox¬ 
ville. He was adamant to thank 
Elections Commissioner Nick 
Lewis for his work organiz¬ 
ing the Homecoming Queen 
elections. Vice President Dale 
I fend on also thanked the 
Committees for their work 

HOMECOMING 

From Cover 

Rho showed their creativity 

mf 

and won first* while Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon took home the 
second-place trophy. Alpha Psi 
Omega won first among the 
student organizations* while 
the Department of Housing 
won first in the departmental 
category. 

Saturday night during the 
NPHC Step Show* Alpha Phi 
Alpha took home first place in 
the fraternity division with Phi 

mf 

Beta Sigma coming in second. 
Zeta Phi Beta won the sorority 
division. 


thus far* and is hopeful that 
SGA can successfully accom- 

J 

plish a lot this year. 

“With all the time the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council has spent in 
Knoxville and in Washington 
D.C. going to these conferenc¬ 
es* we have brought back some 
great ideas that we hope to 
implement into SGA tins year 
and make it a more efficient 
organization*” said Hendon 
during his executive report. 

Hendon also reminded the 
senators that positions for 
SGA were now available due 
to pending transfer resigna¬ 
tions. If anyone is interested* 

mf 7 

applications are available in the 
SGA office* located in the UC. 

News wise* SGA had little to 
announce with the exception 
of Senators Sarah Alberson 
and Autumn Sullivans resig¬ 
nations* as well as the reading 
of former Attorney General 

mf 

Thomas Akers' resignation. 
Both Alberson and Akers cit¬ 
ed “time constraints” as reasons 
for leaving. A motion made 
by Senator Rachel Stephens 
to accept the resignations was 
passed unanimously as well. 

As the Academic Affairs 
Committee Chairs* Rachel 
Stephens said that her 
committee had been working 
with students to get their 
opinions about the “early 
regi s trati o n” p rop o s 2 d. 

Unfortunately* Stephens was 


“We really wanted to 

mf 

embrace the theme and spirit 
of homecoming. We had a 
great time working on our 
tent*” said Hall Director 
Lin dee McCurley. who made 

mf / 

the Housing Luau Tent a 
reality. 

During the Homecoming 
games half-time* two final 
awards were presented by 
representatives of the UTM 
l T n dergr ad uat e A1 u m ni 

Council. These two winners of 
the Participation Awards were 
Alpha Gamma Rho* and a tie 


unable to give any further 
detail about the Registration 
Committee. 

“I am more than willing 
to listen and talk to students 
about the Registration Com¬ 
mittee. But I honestly don’t 

mf 

know what their plans are— no 
one from there has contacted 
me whatsoever. I’m again will¬ 
ing* but Pm not clairvoyant*” 
Stephens explained after the 
meeting. 

As Dale Hendon put it* 
SGAs official stance on the 
registration proposal is thus far 
unaware* but eager to help. 

Campus Observation Com¬ 
mittee Chair Sammie Linton 
shared his team’s goal: 

“We have been researching 
all sorts of ways to improve 
our campus. We’re considering 
fundraising for more recycle 
bins* revising the designated 
smoking areas* and looking 
getting more parking spaces. 
We’re also trying to develop 
more large-scale programs to 
help reach off-campus stu¬ 
dents*” Linton said. 

“We are also trying to meet 
with A11 Iooten so that we can 
learn more about these options 
so that we can make better 
educated decisions. We owe it 
to the students to be informed 
before we make these deci¬ 
sions*” Linton added. 


between Alpha Omicron Pi 
and Alpha Delta Pi. 

The new UTM 
Homecoming Queen* 

Senior Shavonda Watkins* 
representing Student I lousing* 
was crowned. Also on court 
were Lindsey Joy* represen ting 
Alpha Delta Pi; Rebecca Fry* 
representing Alpha Omicron 
Pi; Davene King* representing 
the Black Student Association; 
and Lleather Grossner* 

representing Chi Omega. 


COMMITTEE 

From Cover 


however* would be paid by the 
students as a whole. 

“That’s where the money 

mf 

comes from. Are they going to 
go out and assess a fee that says 
‘Banner re-write?’ No* it’s not 
going to be that specific* but in 
the long run any extra money 
spent does ultimately go back 
for the students*” Cartmell 
said. 

With both options explored* 
Cartmell felt that second op¬ 
tion* although more expensive* 
may have been the better of the 

mf 

two. 

T 11 either case, we don’t have 
the human resources to handle 
it; it would take extra help for 
this office. I guess I m always 
for automation* but none of it 
is totally automated because in 

mf 

all cases you’re going to have 
to have someone who oversees 
who says you are in this group 
and who says you aren’t, and 

mf mf 1 

you’re going to have to change 
the codes on the student and 
touch every student. It’s still 

mf 

going to be manual* but the 
second option allows for more 
automation than the first*” 
Cartmell said. 

GONZALES 

From Cover 

Vinson & Elkins, eventually 

J mf 

becoming a partner in the firm, 
lie entered government ser¬ 
vice in 1995 as general counsel 
to T exas Gov. George W. Bush* 
during which he also served as 
cliief elections officer and as 
the governor’s lead liaison on 
Mexican and border affairs. 
In 1997* he was named Texas’ 
secretary of state and served in 

mf 

this position until his appoint¬ 
ment to the Texas Supreme 
Court in 1999. 

In 2001* he accompanied 
President Bush to Washington 
and served as White House 
counsel from 2001 to 2005. 
In 2005* he was appointed the 
80th Attorney General of the 
United States* the first His- 


With the two options pro¬ 
posed and denied* Cartmell 
didn’t rule out their revival or 
the committee’s pursuit of al¬ 
ternatives. 

“My interpretation at this 
point is that the committee 
was not in support of it (ei¬ 
ther proposal). However, at 
the spring meeting* I will bring 
it up under old business again 
and clarify what the final de¬ 
cision is. In my opinion* right 
now* it’s not happening. Could 
it be brought up again for to¬ 
tal consideration? Yes* it could 
always be brought up again. 
Right now* that was not an op¬ 
tion they were willing to say 
yes to* they are still willing to 
look at alternatives* though*” 
Cartmell said. 

Dr. Nola Jones* UTM Band 
Director* said that the problem 
was giving students a fair shot 
at registration while they took 
the necessary course of study. 

“When we block out a big 
chunk of time where they have 

mf 

no flexibility in the rest of their 

mf 

schedule and then they have 
to register at the end* then 
we’ve tied their hands*” Jones 


panic to serve as the nation’s 
leading law enforcement of¬ 
ficial. 

His tenure as attorney gener¬ 
al was not free from controver¬ 
sy* as he established the Justice 
Department’s national security 
division to deal with new legal 
problems posed by the post 
9/11 world. In the process* he 
clashed with Congress on sev¬ 
eral matters* most prominently 
the administration’s handling 
of terrorism suspects and pris¬ 
oners detained during the con¬ 
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Following his service at the 
Justice Department* he re¬ 
turned to Texas and currently 
teaches at Texas Tech Univer¬ 
sity, where he also contributes 
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said. “It’s not about favoritism 
for everybody as far as this is 

mf 

concerned* it’s about how to 
accommodate students who 
really need help without show¬ 
ing favoritism to those who 
just don’t want to get up for an 
ei ght o’clock class. That’s the 
dilemma.” 

The topic of priority regis¬ 
tration is nothing new for the 
Registration Committee* and 
could very well be proposed 
again. 

“I’ve been in this position 
since 1999* and I know it’s 
been brought up at least twice 
if not three times in those ten 
years, and so it’s about every 

mf * mf 

three years that it comes up 
and it’s addressed again. I’m 
sure it will come up again 
probably*” Cartmell said. 
“I want what is best for Ml 
students* and I do appreciate 
that there is an issue and that’s 
why I am still willing to look at 
it. But I want a solution that’s 
not going to adversely affect 
the bigger population for the 
s mall er p op ula ti on. ” 


to increasing Hispanic enroll¬ 
ment. 

Gonzales has a long record 
of public serv ice and has serv ed 
on numerous boards* including 
the Big Brothers and Sisters* 
Catholic Charities* the State 
Bar of Texas and the United 
Way of the Texas Gulf Coast. 
I Ie served as I Ions ton I lisp an- 
ic Bar Association president* 
Leadership Houston presi¬ 
dent and as I Iouston I Iispanic 
Forum president. Among his 
numerous honors and awards 
are his recognition as the 
Outstanding Young Lawyer 
of Texas by the Texas Young 
Lawyers Association in 1992. 
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This week 

JQj on One-On-One 
Sm Brent Harris will be talking 
W# w |th a member of the Skyhawk 
Football Team. You can catch 
One-On-One every Friday at 
10 AM and Noon where 
Brent will be talking about 
everything going on in 
Skyhawk Sports 



find us onlin 
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WUTM RADIO 


facebook 


Search ‘WUTM’ 


And Don’t 
forget to tune in 
to our next Sports 
Broadcast where the 
Skyhawks will be taking on 
[OVC rival Murray State Oct.j 
24 at 6 p.m. at Hardy 
Graham Stadium 


new . 

©A 

Be listening 
for new music on 
The Hawk this week 
from John Mayer, 

One Republic, 

Foo Fighters... 
and Much More!! 


fGotasong 

you 

wanna play 
on the hawk? 



Email us at 
wutmnews@utm. ed u 
Or call the station at 881 -7095 


An d yo u carr I isterr to T us T on line 1 wh ere 1 we T strea m’24/7 

http://www.utm.edu/organizations/wutm/ 



401 North Lindell St 


1 5 hitih performance oea* 

spray ten & greek items 

1 month unlimited...$35 

100 minutes ...$18 


Mention this ad and get a Tanning World T-Shirt for $10! 



849 Main St. Martin, TN 731-587-0669 Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm 


WINNERS 
CIRCLE 
AUTOMOTIVE 


ENTERS 


Welcome Back UTM Students! 

Disc Brake Service 

Semi Metallic $69.95 



Restaurant 


152 University Plaza 

(Located behind Burger King and beside Movie Theatre) 

Martin, Tennessee 

www. BrandysSweetTalk. com 



«•- j 



Xhursday Night Karaoke 

Dollar Drafts 


Pizza-Burqers-Coff ees-Cocktails 


Student Discounts Everyday 


*Free Delivery 


( 731 ) 587-1925 


Student Special $ 3.99 
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MICE BEP0R1 



10 3-09 at 4:30 pm-Mt Pelia 
Rd-Subject issued a citation tor 
speeding and no seatbelt (City 
Court) and no insurance (Gen 
Sessions Court).. 


10 -3 - G9 at 11:4 $ pm - S kyhawk 
Field house-Report of a broken 
window in an exterior door- 
investigation continues. 


10-4-09 at 7:46 pm-University 
C enter-Report of an argument 
betweensubjects in the game 
room-The parties were separated 
and advised not to have any more 
contact with each other 

10-4-09 at 9:43 pm-Football 
Building-Report of the theft of 
p ers on al p rop erty-I nves tig ation 
continues. 

10-5-09 at 8:18 am-Lot 
12-Vehicle was towed due to 
an excessive amount of parking 
tickets. 


10 • 5-09 at 2:10 pm-Mt Pella 
Road-A subject was issued a 
citation for a stop sign violation 
and an expired license plate (City 
Court). 

10-5-09 at 2:36 pm-Lot 19-Traffic 
accident involving two vehicles. 

One subject issued a citation 
for no proof of insurance (Gen 
Sessions Court). 

10-6-09 at 11:06 am-Jeffress St.- 
Subject issued a citation for a stop 
sign violation. (City Court) 

10-6-09 at 2:45 pm-Moody St.- 
Subject issued a citation for a stop 
sign violation. (City Court) 

Fire Call-10-6-09 at 7:20 pm-Univ 
Villagejf 1 G”Unit-Report that the fire 
alarm was sounding. Officers and 
MFD responded and determined it 
was caused by burnt food. 

10 '7-09 at 9:55 am-Plannings 
Lane A subject was issued a citation 
for texting on their cell phone while 
driving. (City Court) 


10 7-09 between 11 am and 2 pm- 
Univ Courts-Three vehicles were 
towed due to an excessive amount 
of parking tickets, 

10 -8- 09 at 8:23 am-Lot 
12-Vehicle towed due to an 
excessive amount of parking 
tickets, 

10 8 09 at 11:30 pm-Crisp 
Hall Report of a lost University 
Key-Report on file. 


Crime Prevention Tip 
Automatic Teller Machines 


Try to utilize ATMs during daylight hours. 

Be aware of people loitering in the area or sitting in 
their cars. 

Have your card and transaction information readily 
available-limit your time at the ATM to as short 
as possible. 

Do not give your Personal Identification Number 
(PIN) to anyone, especially over the phone. No 
reputable company will ask for it. 

Screen the machine when entering numbers so 
others cannot see. 

Insure you retrieve and shred your receipts 







Times Talk 

This weeks topic is “Shifting 
Nature of Rights within 
Technologies of Dissemination” 
Richard Saunders, Curator and 
University Archivist at UTM, 

at 

will be moderating. Times Talk 
meets each Wednesday at noon 

it 

in the Holland McCombs 
Center and is sponsored by the 
Institute for Civic Engagement 


Guest Speaker 

Alberto Gonzales, United States 
attorney general from 2005 to 
2007, will speak at 7:30 p.m., 
Oct. 22, in the Elam Center 
at the University of Tennessee 
at Martin. I le will speak on 
“Living Legal History: Working 
with the White House, the 
Department of Justice and 
the Supreme Court.” His 


appearance is co-sponsored by 
Honors Programs, the College 
of Business and Global Affairs, 
the Department of Accounting, 
Finance, Economics, and 
Political Science, the First-Year 
Initiative and the Office of 
Student Life. 


Guest Artist 

Theresa Kimmy Senior Art 
Exhibitions sponsored by the 
Deptartment of Visual & 
Theatre Arts at the Paul Meek 
Library Gallery. Now through 
Oct. 23. Tie exhibits open at 
5:00 p.m. 
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Penalties, turnovers lead to Skyhawk loss at Homecoming 


josh Weiss 

Sports Editor 


Two was the number 
in UTM’s 35-28 loss to 
T ennessee Tech on Oct. 10. 

Two Skyhawks* quarterback 
Cade Thompson and tailback 
Miguel Bames, reached career 
milestones. 

Two interceptions, one in 
the end zone and one that was 
returned for a Tech touchdown* 
cost the Sky hawks dearly. 

m> J 

Two was the number of 
unsuccessful fourth down 
conversion attempts* one from 
the Tech four-yard line, in the 

mf 7 

fourth quarter. 

Two big kick returns by 
UTM* one for a touchdown 
and another to the Tech 26* 
were called back because of 
penalties. The Sky hawks did 
not score on either of those 
drives. 

Finally, two is now the 
number of consecutive 
Homecoming losses by die 
Skvhawks. 

“We are finding ways* right 
now* to get beat*” said Coach 
Jason Simpson. 

“We shoot ourselves in the 
foot* and that’s the sign of a 
2-4 football team.” 

UTM has struggled with 
inconsistency all season for 
an assortment of reasons* 
including youth* inexperience* 
and injuries to crucial players 
in crucial positions. 

However* for the Skyhawks* 
one thing remains consistent. 



Senior tailback Miguel Barnes carries the ball in the Skyhawks 5 disappointing 35-28 loss to the Golden Eagles of Tennessee Tech on 
Saturday, Oct. HI Barnes' S8-yard rushing performance put him over the 1,300-yard mark on his career, making him just the 20th Skyhawk 
in school history to do so. (Pacer Photos/Tonya Jordan) 


Penalties. 

UTM is now the most 
penalized team by yardage in 
all of Division I college football 
with 64 penalties for 654 yards. 

Fake a second and do the 
math. 


That’s just over ten yards per 
penalty* which means that the 
Skyhawks aren’t just getting 
flagged for minor mental errors 
like procedure penalties but 
are picking up major penalties 
such as holds and personal 


fouls, the costly ten and 15 

■ mf 

yarders. 

“After game six* I am tired 
of making excuses for them 
(the players). We will make 
changes. We will play some 
older guys. The players have to 


take some responsibilities* too. 
I have been taking them every 
week for six weeks. That’s fine* 
that’s my job* but the players 
have got to take responsibility*” 
said Simpson. 

Plain and simple* UTM 


is costing itself points* and it 
shows. 

The Skyhawks outrushed the 

mf 

Golden Eagles 197 yards to 
a mere 55* outgained Tech in 
total offense by over 90 yards, 
and had more red-zone visits* 
but* in the end* they just could 
not overcome 12 penalties for a 
whopping 164 yards. 

Fortunately for Skyhawk 

mf mf 

fans* the game was not a total 
loss as there were a couple 
bright spots to the day. 

Thompson became just 
the second quarterback in 
school history to pass for over 
5*000 yards in a career after 
connecting on 26-37 passes 
for 286 yards, two touchdowns 
and two ill-timed picks. 

Barnes' 98 yards put him 
over the 1*000-yard rushing 
mark for his career. 

“I am glad for those guys* but 
those are individual goals*” said 
Simpson. 

“Right now the only goal I 
am worried about is winning 
games.” 

The loss puts the Skyhawks 
at 2-4 on the season* 1-2 in 
the OVC* and bumps diem 
to seventh in the conference 
standings. 

From here* the road doesn’t 
get any easier for UTM* as they 
will travel to Eastern Kentucky 
University this Saturday, Oct. 
17* for another in-conference 
battle. 

Kickoff in Richmond* Ky. is 
set for 2:00 p.m. 




With the latest win, the Skyhawk soccer team inproved to 3T in OVC play and are undefeated this semester at home, holding a 5-3 record. 
The team is currently on a three game winning streak and will look to continue the streak Fri. Oct. 16 when they host Eastern Kentucky. 
Kickoff is schedu ed for 4 p.m. (Pac&r Photos/Tonya Jordan) 


Dustin Kenton 

Pacer Writer 

On Sunday Oct. 11, the 
Skyhawks faced oft in an 

mf 

OVC battle against Southeast 
Missouri. Looking to improve 
upon their 2-1 record in OVC 
play* the Skyhawks came out 
with relentless intensity and 
defeated SEMO 2-1. 

The Skyhawks looked to 

mf 

push the tempo right from 
the beginning and got on 
the scoreboard first in the 
6th minute when sophomore 
Brooke Robertson scored her 
third goal of the season oft a 
cross kick assist from Melissa 
Govea. Later in the first 
half* SEMO answered the 
Skyhawks with a goal of their 
own when Ashley R uni on 
managed to sneak one by 
S kyh awk goalkeep er Au b rey 
Buehler in the 18th minute. 
The goal was just the second 
allowed against UTM in the 
last five games* a period in 
which the Skyhawks are 4-1. 


In the second half* the 
Skyhakws once again came 
out looking to push the tempo* 
outshooting SEMO 11-1. But 
SEMO goalkeeper Kristen 
Starkey was on top of her game* 
making six saves in the second 
half done. The Skyhawks were 

J 

not to be denied* however* and 
eventually took the lead for 

mf 

good when Stephanie Nilica 
scored an unassisted goal oft 
a free kick with just 9 minutes 
left in the game. 

“I was just trying to put it on 
the keeper so that one of my 
teammates could get a quality 
shot on the goal*” said junior 
Stephanie Nilica. 

With this win the Skyhawks 

mf 

improve to 3-1 in OVC 
play and 5-0 at home. This 
dominace at home is becoming 
quite the trend for the 
Skyhawks under head coach 
Craig Roberts. During his 
tenure the Skyhawks are 21-6- 
2 at home* an impressive .759 
win n i ng p erce ntag e. 

“We have a lot of pride 


in what our school and our 
program is all about. It means 
a lot to us to play in our own 
backyard and we teach our 

mf 

girls to respect that*” said head 
coach Craig Roberts. 

With tills kind of mentality, 

«■ ^ 


its no wonder that opposing 
teams struggle when facing the 
Skyhawks at home. 

“I don’t think this is an easy 
place to come play at. With the 
familiar surroundings and the 
consistency of being able to 


sleep in our own beds* it makes 
it a little bit easier for us to 
come out and play our style of 
game here at home*” said head 
coach Craig Roberts. 

On Friday the Skyhawks 

mf J 

will look to continue their 


3 game win streak as they 
take on Eastern Kentucky in 
the second game of a three 
game home stand. Kickoff for 
Fridays match is scheduled at 

mf 

4 p.m. 


Volleyball coach's love of the sport goes back to youth 



Jonathan Crawley 

Pacer Writer 

Head Coach Darrin McClure 
shared his love for the sport of 
volleyball when recalling his 
youth. 

mf 

“When I was 15 or 16 my 

mf 

family use to play a lot of 
Volleyball and I enjoyed playing 
with them*” said McClure. 
“Then I was introduced to a 
men’s travel team in Kentucky 

mf 

when I was about 17 or 18 
which is when I began playing. 
I fell in love with the game and 
it s been a part of my life ever 
since.” 

“I was probably about 20 or 
21 I didn’t know it at the time 
but men’s volleyball is really 
difficult to find an avenue to 
play in especially in the sou th*” 
McClure said* 

when asked about when he 
first decided he wanted to be a 
coach. 

“So I began getting the idea 
that I might enjoy wanting 
to coach and when I was 25* 
I got the opportunity to come 
here and be a student assistant 


coach for Chris Rushing and 
that really opened my eyes. It 
kind of rejuvenated a love for 
the game that I had as a player* 
but I just knew that I would just 
have that fix as a coach.” 

“Everyday I get to get up 
and get to go to a job that I 
absolutely love. I love Just 
working with these girls and 
my assistant coach. IPs just 
something that you enjoy doing. 
Yes* there are stresses involved 
and there are things that aren’t 
fun* but it beats working in a 
factory any day that’s for sure,” 

mf m> mf * 

McClure said. 

“I was the interim head coach 
last year, but most almost all 
of these girls are girls that I 
recruited. Its interesting that 
its only been two years,” said 
Coach McClure. “We’re young 
and inconsistent* but we are 
still growing and I feel very 
confident in knowing that.” 

“I really cant imagine not 
being involved in this sport. 
I’ve coached at the high school 
level* at the club level and now 
the college level. I can t imagine 
doing anything else” said Coach 


McClure. 

“We have 12 matches left 
we really need to try to win 

mf mf 

more than half of those to 
have a chance at going to 
the conference tournament. 
Actually we believe one hundred 
percent that we can win all of 
them. It’s just a matter of doing 
that. I think that we are playing 
pretty good volleyball right now* 
despite the fact that we lost five. 
Our last two matches were 
really competitive. We’ve played 
well the other teams have just 
played a little bit better” said 
Coach McClure. 

When asked what one 
favorable quality that his team 
has that will help them in 
years to come* coach McClure 
believes the experience they are 
gathering is crucial. 

“They are young and already 
getting experience. If you look 
at our starting line up we have 
one junior that starts and all of 
the other girls are younger. So 
these girls getting that type of 
experience this year will help us 
in the years to come I believe 

mf 

that one hundred percent.” 


Athletic Co mm o meat ions 

The OVC announced its 
slate of basketball games 
on the ESPN Family of 
Networks for the 2009-10 
season this past week and 
UTM will play on ESPNU 
twice. 

UTMs game against 
Tennessee Tech at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday* Jan. 14 will be 
televised live on ESPNU 
as will the Skyhawks game 
against Murray State at 
1 p.m.* Saturday* Jan. 30. 
UTM will host both games 
at Skyhawk Arena in the 
Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center. 

The schedule includes 13 
total games that will air on 
either ESPN2 or ESPNU 
during the year. The ESPN2 
regular season contest pits 
rivals Murray State and 
Austin Peay at the Dunn 
Center on January 9. The 
O VC Me n’s B as ke tb all 
Tournament Championship 
game will also air on ESPN2. 


The OVC Tournament 
semifinals (which will air on 
ESPNU) and finals will be 
held at the Sommet Center 
in Nashville on March 5-6. 

ESPNU launched on 
March 4* 2005 with the 
Southeast Missouri State/ 
Eastern Kentucky OVC 
Tournament semifinal 

contest being the first event 
aired live on the network. 
The ESPNU schedule 
features more than 550 live 
events (regular-season and 
championships) annually. 
Action includes a variety 
of top football and men’s 
and women’s basketball 

mixed with baseball, 

softball* volleyball* lacrosse* 
ice hockey, wrestling 

and more. ESPNU also 
offers comprehensive 

studio programming* such 
as SportsCenterU and 
simulcasts of ESPN Radio’s 
The Llerd with Colin 
Cowherd* replays of ABC* 
ESPN* ESPN2' and ESPN 
Regional Television games* 


plus specials and more. 

Each season* ESPNU 
televises nearly 250 men’s 
and women’s basketball 
games* including regular 
season and conference 
tournament mate Imps from 
a wide variety of schools 
representing 27 different 
conferences. 

The network also has 
a wide-ranging* long¬ 
term agreement with the 
NCAA calling for extensive 
coverage of 22 N C AA 
C1 1 amp i on sh ip s * i n cludi ng 
sports from each of the three 
collegiate seasons. ESPNU is 
available nationwide in more 
than 46 million households 
and has long-term carriage 
agreements with nine of the 
top 10 providers - Charter* 
Comcast* Cox* DirecTV 
(Channel 614)* DISH 
Network (Channel 148)* 
Mediacom* Time Warner 
Cable* Verizon FiOS TV 
and AT&T U-verse. 
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Kimmy seeks new beginning, showcases 

talent to student body 


Regina Emery 

Asst. Life Editor 

“The hardest thing about 
being an artist is admitting 
to yourself that you are one/ 

says a humble Theresa Kimmy. 

^ ./ * 

whose Senior Art Exhibition 
opened last week in the Paul 
Meek Library. 

mf 

A n on - tra di ti o nal stu d en t * 
Kimmy had spent most of her 
adult life as a secretary, a job 
that came easy to her but one 
that she had no passion for. 

Fed up with 11 just getting 
a paycheck/' the decision 
to go back to school came 
when a professor at Lambuth 
suggested that she would 
make a good teacher. So in the 
fall of 2005* Kimmy decided 
to pursue a degree in Art 
Education. She packed up her 
few belongings* sold her car* 
and came to Martin in search 
of a new life. 

Kimmy s work ranges in 
mediums: textiles* charcoals* 
paintings* sculpture and 
photography. One of the 
show s most popular works is 
a photographic nature series of 


mushrooms. 

“Nature comes up with 
the composition*” Kimmy 
explained to one of her peers 
during the show. “I just capture 


it. 


Ji 


Several of her drawings 
include silhouettes of women. 
One might suspect that 
she* like many artists* has a 
fascination with the feminine 
form. But as Kimmy explained* 
its figure drawing in general 
that she enjoys. 

“Besides* 


bores her. “With the advent of 
the camera* there was no longer 
any need to be so accurate 
and realistic with detail in 
art because photographs can 
capture that for you*” Kimmy 
says. 

“When I look at very precise 
things* I think that yes* they 
are nice. But they have no 
soul. Art should give you that 
expressionism/ 5 Kimmy said. 

“She's worked very hard 
and that’s apparent. She has 

o bvio usly 


the 


“My 


focus 


i s P ut . in 

- - a lot or 
M V effort into 

said 

are ‘Why?’ and ‘Why M °“ ika 


large 

woman is . . , . 

much more experimentation. 

interesting two favorite questions 

to draw 
than a thin 


one* said not?’ so i’ve always 

, had this curiosity that 
just mo/ drives me,” said Kimmy 

curves and 
shadows 

which make it more enjoyable 
to both draw and look at*” said 
Kimmy. 

What you wont find at her 
show* however* is a single 
strand of realism. Frankly, it 

J * 


S t u a r d * 
w h o 
attended 
the show 
along with 
nearly 

mf 

forty other 

mf 

students and faculty members. 

“My focus is experimentation. 
My two favorite questions are 
'Why?' and 'Why not?' so I've 

mf mf 

always had this curiosity that 
drives me*” said Kimmy* eager 


to explain her wide array of art. 

I ler diversity did not go 
unnoticed. 

“She definitely has a lot of 

J 

variety* and considering that 
she is an Art Education major* 
that is rare*” said Tracy King* a 
senior Fine Arts major. 

“Typically* they are studying 
how to teach art and usually 
don't utilize as much versatility 

mf 

in their own work*” King said. 

Kimmy is in her last semester 
o f cl as s es a nd s tarts student 
teaching next spring before 
graduating in May. 

“I especially want to work 
with elementary students.” 
said Kimmy. “Then you can 

mf mf 

catch them before they have 
become cynical and have 

mf 

decided that they are not 
creative. Art is about thinking. 
My goal as a teacher will be to 
provoke students to think for 
themselves.” 

The exhibit is being 
sponsored by the Department 
of Fine and Visual Arts and 
can still be viewed in the Paul 
Meek Library. 


Local author 
takes time to 
share experiences 


AUi son Hagin 

Pacer Writer 

On Wednesday October 7 

J 

author Sandra Robbins had 
a homecoming of her own. 
The Martin* Term, native had 
a book signing in Paul Meek 
Library. She read from her 

mf 

new mystery novel. “Final 

J J 1 

Warning” and spent time with 
her “tribe”. 

Robbins discussed when 
she first got into writing the 
publishers told her it was 
important to have a theme. 
Her theme is mystery and 

mf ^ 

romance. 

N ow, she says they talk about 
having a tribe. She explained 
further that these are the group 
of people who read all of her 
books. She sold all 20 books 
provided by the bookstore plus 
extra that she had brought 
herself. 

Prior to her writing career* 
Robbins first profession was 
teaching. 

“I started out teaching 
at Martin Elementary and 

mf 

was there for 16 years then I 
became principal at Martin 
Primary and I was principal 
there for 17 years before I 
retired. I started writing just 
right before I retired so this 
is my second profession*” 
Robbins said. 

Robbins reminisced on her 
love for mystery novels. Pier 
dad used to drive to Fulton* 
KY to get her Nancy Drew 
books to read. 

“I still remember how I 
struggled along with Nancy 
to solve The Mystery of the 
f oiling Bell or The Password 
to Larkspur Lane.' How I 
longed to be old enough to 
drive a blue roadster like Nancy 

mf 

and solve the latest crime that I 
was sure existed somewhere in 
my sleepy hometown. I think 
back to them as inspiration 
which fired my imagination as 
I was a child*” Robbins said. 

Robbins mentioned in her 
new book that she is working 
on contains a character that 
faces very real issues. 

mf 

“The woman character is a 
newspaper reporter but she 


doesn't want to stay there. 

mf 

She wants to have a job as 
an investigative reporter in a 
bigger newspaper or maybe 
even television. But she feels 
herself growing to these kids 
that live in neighborhoods 
where there are gang control 
issues. She feels drawn to the 
youth center and she feels like 

mf 

she needs to help and mentor 
these kids* but she wants a 
bigger job because she grew 
up poor and she wants to have 
tilings and she doesn t want to 
give that up*” Robbins said. 

Robbins' work in progress 
she said hits close to her heart. 
A few years back there was 

mf 

a gang related shooting in 
Martin and one of the people 
who were killed was a past 
student of hers. She says that 

mf 

for each of her stories she does 
a lot of research so lately she 

mf 

has been on her computer 
searching the internet about 
gang related clothing* signs 
and habits. 

Robbins' has important 
advice for people wanting to 
become published authors. 

“First tiling I would say 
you need to go to the writers 
conferences. That's where you 
go to learn about the craft 
and you need to read a lot in 
die genre you want to write 
in. Then I would say the 
networking is very important. 
Find a critique partner and 
help you hone your skill so 
you become a better writer. 
\bu also have to develop such 
a thick skin because you are 

J 

going to have people who don't 
like what you write and they’re 

mf mf 

not going to like the way you 
write*” Robbins said. 

Robbins expressed how 
much it meant to her that all 
those people came out* “It’s 
wonderful* there’s people that 
have come that I haven't seen 
in so long and that really made 
me feel good that they came 
out to support me.” 

You can buy Robbins' “Final 

mf 

Warning”in the campus author 
section in the bookstore and 
she will have two new books to 
be released in 2010. 



Hold your fork there a pie f 

OPEN 7 OA YS A WEEK 
6:00 A.M. ~ 9.00 PM, 


613 North I .iwk‘ll St., Martin * 587-9700 



s tc har lesfor is t @ fpon 1 i e r ji et. net 



flowers, gifts, 
Sorority gifts, m 
Monograms, 

UT merchandiser t 
^ & more! ^ w 


Free delivery in town * 10% discount with student ID 




113 Church St. Martin, TN 




Snappy Tomato 


15 % 


entire ticket 


DINE IN ONLY 


^.pjL Sign Up For "Club Snappy" At 
www.s n a ppytomato.com 
' 8t Receive Free Offers & Coupons! 


Snappy 

Tomato Pizza 

588-SNAP (7627) 

164 University Plaza * Martin* TN 



Authentic Italian & American Cuisine 


Lunch Time Buffet 11 a.m. - 3 

Dine-ln ■ Take-Out ■ Delivery 

(Delivery available witiirt city limits; fee=$2.50) 


208 Lovelace Avenue, Martin TN 

Located across the street from Gooch Hall 




(Barber S flop 


golden tan 


■^featuring 

jfeiv 'Kairstyfist: 

Maria Simmons 


4 Ivt r4w i*-i nJ 111 


perms, color, 
highlights, & more! 





Located at 304 University St, 
Next door to Wendy's 
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A dream years in the making, the members of Versatile hope that their hip hop dance team will finally take off. With a strong turnout 
for their first audition, students should expect to see the team perform at halftime during Men's and Women’s basketball this season. 
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lauren Norton, Tremisha McFa I, Curtissa Deener, Tatiana Moore, Veronica Billingsley, Kar Howard and 
Brittany Marion. Not pictured are Chris Bouse, Fe icia Jones arid De Marcus Douglas. ( ?aceP Pilot OS / Tonya Jordan) 

New dance troop Versatile 
brings flair, artistic style 


Joshua Lemons 

Sports Features Editor 

Walking into the Elam 
Center dance studio* you 

* J 

immediately feel see the 

mf 

intenseness in the room. The 
new hip-hop dance team 
entitled 11 Versatile" held its 
initial tryouts Fri. Oct. 9* two 

J 7 

years in the making. 

“Some people have a passion 
for dance and some people 
just dance around campus/ 5 
Veronica Billingsley* Junior 
Communications Major and 
Co-Founder of Versatile* said. 
“We all take a class called 
dance ensemble which Ms. 
McCormick teaches and we 
sat down and talked to her 
about it and she came up with 
the idea that we could (start a 
dance team)*" Billingsley said. 

The group has been trying 
to get a dance team started 
for the past two years here at 
UTM* but prior to joining 


the dance ensemble class* they 

* J 

collectively did not know how 

mf 

to begin. 

“Pm a junior and weVe 
been trying to get this on the 
road since my freshman year." 
Billingsley said. “Now that we 
have the time and the people 
behind us to have the hip-hop 
dance team we are going to 
take full advantage." 

The team will be performing 
at home UTM sporting events 
starting in the fall with the 
Mens and Womens basketball 
games but hopes to branch 
out and perform at more 
home games once the team is 
established a little more. 

As far as city or national 

mf 

tournam ents * Vers atile would 
like to compete in these events 
in the future* but not until the 
framework is set up here on 
campus. 

“Once we do have the dance 
team and everything organized 
with the fundraisers and people 


behind us then we will look at 
competing and bringing the 
prize home back to UTM*" 
Billingsley said. 

During the tryouts* the 
Committee stressed dedication 
more than anything else 
amongst the members and 
potential dancers* something 
that was apparent in the 
tryouts. As for the first tryouts* 

m' mf J 

Versatile was pleased with the 
turnout. 

“I was very happy. I’m the 
type of person who prefers 
quality to quantity so for those 
young ladies to come out to 
take time* because they are 
college students* to spend at 
least an hour and a half with 
us* listening to what we expect* 
the different types of styles* to 
show us what they have* I felt 

mf * 

very happy about it and Im 
really waiting to see in the next 
tryouts*" Billingsley said. 

The next tryouts are 

mt 

November 11 in the dance 


studio of the Elam Center. 
Ihe time for these tryouts 

mf 

has not been finalized at time 
of print but Versatile said 
that there will be fliers put 
up around campus to inform 
potential tryouts of the date 
and time. Also* if you need 

y mf 

more information you can 

mf 

contact Veronica Billingsley 
at vermbill@ut.utm.edu or 
you can also contact her on 

mf 

facebook. 

Ihe n am e Vers atile c am e 
about intentionally* as 
Billingsley said they would 
like the group to be as diverse 
as the student population is 
here at UTM. 

“ We came up with the group 
because we don t just want all 
Black dancers or all White 
dancers* we want Black* 
White* Asian* Hispanic* we 
want all dancers*" Billingsley 
said. 


Hybrid entertainer wows UTM audience 


Marquita Douglas 

Editorial Assitant 

Mark Nizer is not your 

J 

ordinary and typical stand in 
one spot comedian. Armed 
and equipped with 3 baseballs 
and 3-D glasses for the 
audience* Nizer promised 
audience members he would 
entertain them one row at a 
time. 

Laughter could be heard 
outside the doors of Watkins 
Auditorium on October 9* 
as the unique comedian and 
juggler performed for students 
here at UTM. Brought to 
the campus by SAC in the 
latest edition of their 9:09 
comedy series* Nizer warned 
all audience members to expect 
the impossible. 

The juggler your mother 
warned you about* as Nizer 
refers to himself, had many 

* mf 

high points throughout his 


routine. As Nizer juggled 
blocks and filled his mouth 
with ping-pong balls* he kept 
the interaction with the crowd 
by talking about everyday life 
experiences. lie touched on 
topics such as college life* 
relationships and money. At 
the same 
time while 
Nizer joked 
with audience 
members* he 
c ombine d 
tec hnology* 
music 

m o vem ent 
that kept the 
members of 
the audience 
wanting hanging on his every 
word and actions. 

Nizers unique sense of 
comedy introduced the UTM 
crowd to juggling* magic 
tricks* crowd participation and 
comedy all in one. Members 


of the audience were spotted 
laughing out loud* while 
Nizer performed a trick with 

a unicycle* 2 members of the 

-■ ■ 

audience* machetes and an 
apple. Hi ere was never a dull 

performed 
what he 
deems “the 
impossible 
trick*" 
w h i c h 
i n v o 1 v e s 
h i m 
s p i n n i n g 
one ball 
on his 
fingertip* 
while 
hitting another ball oft his 
head and letting it eventually 
slide down Ills back and up his 
arm* landing right on top of 
the still spinning ball* lie still 
managed to tell jokes. 

Ihe higlilight of the night 


for the audience seemed to be 
when the comedian combined 
lasers* a Diablo* the dark* and 
the audience wearing their 
provided 3-D glasses. He 
captured the crowd s attention 
by giving oft the impression 
as if he was throwing lasers at 
them. 

“I went expecting to giggle 
every now and then* but 
when Nizer began his show* I 
knew I would have some gut 
busting laugh attacks! He was 
impressive and funny*" said 
Dawn Sherrod* a senior here 
at UTM. 

To end his show* “juggle 
boy,” successfully juggleci a 16 
pound bowling ball, an electric 
turkey carver, and a propane 
flame. With fire burning, a 
bowling ball in the air, and 
the turkey carver blaring, the 
audience thanked Nizer with a 
tremendous standing ovation. 


The juggler your mother 
warned you about, as Nizer 
refers to himself, had many 
high points throughout his 
routine. As Nizer juggled 
blocks and filled his mouth 
and with ping-pong balls, he 
kept the interaction with 
the crowd.” 


moment. 

When Nizer 


It’s not ‘Ten,’ but 

77/e Pacer reviews Pearl Jam's 
latest album, ‘ Backspaced 


Charlie McIntosh 

Managing Editor/ 

News 

As the years go by 
we all grow somewhat 
nostalgic for years 
past As a result* long 
outdated trends tend 
to resurface. In the 
late 90s* hair metal 
from the eighties 
began to regain 
popularity to a small 
extent. In the early 

mf 

oughtics there was 
an increasingly sickening 
trend of 80s throwback bands 
that was aggravating* albeit 
somewhat beneficial thanks 
to the return of atmospheric* 
amb lent syn the s ize d keys. 

J J 

For better or for worse* the 
same is beginning to happen 
with the early 90s “grunge" 
movement. 

Recently* Alice in Chains 

mf ■ 

released their first album in 
14 years entitled “Black Gives 

mf 

Way to Blue*" and that proved 
to be a worthy effort. Nirvana 
is of course defunct* although 
rumors of a Soundgardcn 
reunion are beginning to kick 
around thanks to Cornells 
failure “Scream." In fact* 
Cornell even made a guest 
appearance at a recent Pearl 
Jam show to sing the Temple 
of a Dog single “Hunger 
Strike*" which hadnt been 
played in nearly 20 years. 

But then of course* there s 
the exception to the rule. 
Pearl Jam never really broke 
up. There were never “artistic 
d iff e ren ces *" th ey n ever 
went on hiatus and to my 
knowledge their lead singer 
never shot himself. 

But during the time that 
the so-called “grunge" scene 
came to an end* Vedder and 
Company stripped down their 
stadium rock sound from Ten 
and gradually became less 
commercial with each album. 

But did they really* though? 

Ten was obviously the 
Pearl Jam's commercial 
breakthrough* featuring 

mall rock staples su ch 
as “Alive*" “Jeremy" and 
“Evenflow." Their somewhat 
less streamlined but more 
compelling follow-up Vs 
gave us high quality, critically 
acclaimed staples of the era 
such as “Elder ly Wo m an 
Behind a Counter in a Small 
Town" and “Daughter." Their 
third follow-up Vital ogy 
proved to be* in this writers 
opinion* the band s magnum 
opus* featuring all-around 
classics su ch as “Better Man" 
and “Corduroy." 

Around 1996, however* the 
band was the lone survivor 
of the early 90s Seattle rock 
boom and like it or not, their 
music was never quite the 
same. 

Sure* “No Code" had some 
solid tracks* but every album 
after that just seemed like a 
pale imitation of the album 
before it. After 1998 s “Yield" 
record* each follow-up 
became less interesting* less 
moving and more bland. 

To put it bluntly* Pearl Jam 
has been putting out the same 
album for the past ten years. 

Of course* now we have 
Pearl Jams latest offering* 
“Backspacer" and while its 
not nearly as filler-ish as their 
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last few albums* its certainly 
no “Vitalogy." 

To be fair* there are some 
rock-solid tracks on this 
record. In fact* I would say 



it features some of their best 
work since their heyday. 
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The first few tracks are great 
three-chord rockers* reaching 
a climax with “The Fixer" — a 
song that contains some of 
Vedders most interesting 
vocal melodies. “Just 
Breathe" and “Amongst the 
Waves" are powerful songs* 
mesmerizingly layered and 
written with unique verse- 
chorus changes that keep 
the listener attentive and 
intrigued. 

The band itself takes the 
cake on this album* showing 
veteran rocker skills that can 
outshine any regurgitated 
scream/m all-metal band in 
a heartbeat. Lead guitarist 
Mike McCreadv takes the 
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backseat on a few songs* but 
really shows his lead guitar 
capabilities on songs like 
“Amongst the Waves" and 
“Supersonic," the latter of 
which features a powerful 
rhythm trio of Stone 
Gossard s guitar* Jeff Aments 
bass and Matt Camerons 
percussion. 

All of these songs are 
masterfully written in fact, 
but there’s still one major 
problem that plagues this 
album: 

Eddie Vedder wont stop 
shaking* jiggling* doing 
whatever the hell he is doing 
while he sings the damn song. 
Ve dde r s “s h ell- shoeked old 
man" approach to singing got 
pretty old right around their 
Binaural album* and been 
imitated to death (See: Creed* 
Daughtry* Nickelback* other 
miscellaneous buttrockers). 
One has to admire Vedder s 
ever-present charisma* but 
sadly his voice damages some 
of the best rockers on the 
album. 

With that said* liis singing 
is actually pretty solid on a 
few songs. Tracks like “Speed 
of Sound "and probable single 
“Just Breathe" feature unique 
vocal melodies. Vedders 
grizzled old man approach 
to singing fits* so HI give it a 
pass. 

Overall* “Backspacer" is a 
valiant effort from Pearl Jam. 
Is it their best album? Not 
by a long shot. Is it worth 
a purchase? Absolutely! 
Is it worth stealing from 
the internet? I can neither 
confirm nor deny. 
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Give it a shot. Ihere are 
some great tunes on this 
record and compared to most 
of the rubbish plaguing the 
airwaves it s probably one of 
the best things on the radio. 

Ihe Gods of nostalgia 
trends will dictate you whip 
out your Pearl Jam records 
in a couple of years anyhow* 
along with your flannel, Doc 
M ar tens, u n e m p 1 oym en t 

checks, nihilism, bleak views 
on society and black-tar 
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heroin. 

Enjoy it while it lasts! 


be one of our hits; come join us at www.utmpacer.com 



































